
Altamaha Ceramics in the 17th and 18th Centuries: 
Comparing Yamasee Indian Occupations in Coastal 

Georgia and Coastal South Carolina 

Presented by: 
Eric C. Poplin, Brockington and Associates, Inc. 
Jon Bernard Marcoux, Salve Regina University 

The Yamasee Indians from First 
Spanish Florida to the 21st Century 
Flagler College, St. Augustine, Florida 
16-18 April 2015 



Altamaha/La Tama 
(1500s-1662) 

Savannah 

Charles Towne 
(1670) 

St Augustine (1565) 

Interior GA provinces 

Mocama /Guale missions 

La Tama (1662-1683) 

Hilton Head (1683-1685) 

Yamasee Migration 



Late Lamar vs.  
Altamaha and Ashley Series 

• Fewer curvilinear complicated stamped motifs and 
more rectilinear complicated stamped motifs 
 

• Fewer incised motifs 
 

• Fewer vessel forms / new vessel forms 
 

• Red filming 
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Through time 
• Decreasing frequency of curvilinear motifs and 

increasing frequency of rectilinear motifs 
 

• Decreasing frequency of complicated stamped 
motifs and increasing frequency of simple stamped 
motifs 
 

• Decreasing frequency of carved paddle line block 
motifs and increasing frequency of over-stamped 
line blocks 

Methods of Analysis - Hypotheses 



Methods of Analysis - Data 

For each site 
• Tabulated frequency of sherds within nine surface 

treatment types 
 

• Tabulated frequency of sherds within five stamped 
surface treatments 
 

• Tabulated frequency of paddle stamped and over-
stamped line block motifs 



Methods of Analysis - Data 
Nine Decorative Type 
• Curvilinear Complicated Stamped 
• Rectilinear Complicated Stamped 
• Complicated Stamped 
• Simple Stamped/Linear Indeterminate Stamped 
• Indeterminate Stamped 
• Incised 
• Check Stamped 
• Cord Marked 
• Cob Marked 



Methods of Analysis - Data 

Five Stamped Surface Treatments 
• Curvilinear Complicated Stamped 
• Rectilinear Complicated Stamped 
• Complicated Stamped 
• Simple Stamped/Linear Indeterminate Stamped 
• Indeterminate Stamped 



Methods of Analysis - Manipulations 

For Surface Treatment Types and Stamped Categories 
• Seriation 

 
• Correspondence Analysis 

 
For Line Block Motifs 
• X2 Assessment of Significance 



Seriation of Surface Treatment Types 
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CA Biplot : Decorative Types with 
Altamaha Sites,  Households, and Features 



Seriation of Stamped Treatments 
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CA Biplot : Stamped Treatments with All 
Sites,  Households, and Features 





Frequency of Paddle Stamped and 
Simple Stamped Line Block Motifs 



X2 Analysis: 
Paddle Stamped vs. 
Simple Stamped 
Line Block Motifs 



Altamaha Series Ceramics 
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