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Islands, Plrates and Cowboy Hats

JON KOHLER - JON KOHLER AND ASSOCIATES

For those of us blessed to live where we do, islands are part of the mystique. From fellow quail hunter and fly fisherman Jimmy Buffet turning “island life”
into an international cultural phenomenon and entertaining millions to the 1980's hit show “Fantasy Island,” islands are in our DNA. Who doesn't
remember the suspense as guests would arrive at the island by seaplane? | can hear Tattoo croon “De Plane...De Plane” like it was yesterday.

Recently, my family and a few of our closest friends boated the 80-mile round trip to Apalachicola from Alligator Point, Florida. | recall getting chills when
Heath stepped onto the pier, and remarked to his three sons, “This is where our family first came to America. They landed at Ellis Island and immediately
came here. Thisis where it all started.” The first Millers arrived here by boat in the early 1900's. | doubt his family had much back then but today they do, as
adirectresult of helping grow America into what it is today. We need more people of this caliber going through Ellis Island.

And | wish we had moreislands.

My own family's business got its start on an island. As a young boy, my mother worked as a school teacher in Newberry to put my dad through medical
school at the University of Florida. Not long after he graduated, they purchased 160 acres on the Gulf of Mexico. | remember thinking then what a rare and
wild place it was. To think that someone like them, just getting started in his career, to be able to own a place like this today is unbelievable. This parcel on
Blue Creek had coastal islands but the practically private fresh-water river running through it was its signature. The trees were enormous with ancient
cypress and even included second-growth Longleaf pines. The Taylor County coast was about as wild a place to grow up as there is. As a boy, | vividly
remember visiting the then-new Walt Disney World “Jungle Cruise” and thinking it was a bad knock off trying to recreate the same adventures that we
actually lived. | was always amazed by how many people flocked to the imitation versus how few people | saw when living the real thing. | do have to give
credit where due as their fake crocodiles outnumbered our real alligators 10-1in 1970's Taylor County. | am appreciative that in the 21st century, people
cherish the “Real Florida.”
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Back then, | remember the feeling | got from the old timers that Dr. Kohler might
be a little “off” by how enthusiastic he was for this land. They were amazed by
how much he relished the things they took for granted like oyster beds,
harvested for hundreds of years, and piled up by the Apalachee. He would drive a
two-hour round trip just to spend a few minutes checking on the island. |
remember one fall weekend he hired a crew to help clear some land. He came
home disgusted nothing was accomplished. Apparently, he looked across the
field and innocently stated “There's a buck,” and was mortified when everyone
rushed home to get their Walker hounds not to be seen again for the rest of the
weekend. Life is about adventures.

Today, that parcel, located near Keaton Beach, is called Blue Creek Coastal
Preserve. What | wished for back then has certainly happened. Like that jungle
cruise, more folks now appreciate these special places.

| grew up on the “Nature Coast” before it was called that. It certainly has a better
ring to it than the Tide Swamp or Deadman's Bay which are the real names of
the places we frequented. Then there is the 80-mile stretch of barrier islands
from Alligator Point to Cape San Blas, which if up to me would be called the
“Island Coast.” One side of these islands teem with fertile, shallow estuaries
flanked by turquoise water and quartz sand beaches on the other. In fact, they
rank among “the best beaches in the world” (according to expert “Dr. Beach”).

Places here are literally named after the Saints, like St. Vincent Island, St.
George Island, and St. Joseph Bay. Then, on the opposite side of the respected
name spectrum, there is Dog Island. Arguably, one of the most beautiful of the
islands, it's also so well regarded that today 90% of it is owned by the Nature
Conservancy. However, its honored status was not always so. During a time
period when Apalachicola was one of the largest and most prosperous cities in
Florida, schooners, sloops, brigs, and all types of sailing vessels from around the
country and the world crowded the harbor. The ships brought in immigrants like
the Miller family and unloaded and loaded goods, and people, that built Florida
into what it is today. The practical problem was that a lot of the unskilled sailors,
especially those new to the profession, wanted to stay in Florida making it
difficult to ensure there was enough labor to make the trip back.
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Called “dogs” in maritime parlance these new sailors were often dropped off on the first barrier island on the way into port. After several weeks stranded,

in what many today consider anisland paradise, they more than volunteered to get off the island and go back to work. Thus, the name Dog Island.

Today, a nearby 7-acre island has gained international respect after being transformed from a secret pirate hangout to a 4-star resort complete with 26
private bungalows and a restaurant. Like the knockoff “Jungle Cruise,” so too Disney created the popular “Pirates of the Caribbean.” Again, the real thing
too is found along this coast and the truth is better than any magic Disney could make up. This was Captain “Black Sam” Bellamy's Island. Known as the
“Prince of Pirates” and “The Robin Hood of Pirates,” Bellamy is considered to have been not only the most likable but the richest pirate in history. Unlike
others like his own mentor, Edward Teach, aka “Blackbeard,” he was known for treating his crew fairly and equally. Of the 53 ships he plundered many

times, he would simply upgrade his own fleet and set the captured crew back on their way. Named for refusing the custom of wearing a wig, Bellamy

instead tied a black satin bow to his hair and carried four dueling pistols in his sash. Bellamy is estimated to have “earned” around $120 million according
to Forbes. (Note: this is pre-income tax so he also was able to keep all of it which is about $48 million more than “earning” it today.)
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His legend lives on and his namesake, now 4-star
resort “Blacks Island” can be bought for just about
the same price that he would have owed the IRS on
his $120 million fortune. While he may be renowned
in the history books for being the only one not
wearing a wig, | may be the only one to ever wear a
cowboy hat on his island. The ironic thing is that
while in 1717 Bellamy lost his life and fortune in a
Nor'easter off the Massachusetts coast, just a little
over 300 years later his Florida island withstood a
direct hit from Category 5 Hurricane Michael and
went relatively unscathed. In fact, like a scene from
Forrest Gump the Weather Channel featured the
island to their utter surprise that it stood alone
through the devastation. Islands and legendary
pirates get a new life in the world of 2024 real estate
marketing.
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Floridians can credit Florida Forever for preserving some of the best land in the state. It's hard to imagine that between state lands and the federal refuge,
86% of the 188-mile stretch of coastline from Mashes Sands to Weeki Wachi is forever protected and undeveloped. In terms of its recreational lands, its
citizens are some of the wealthiest of any state. As far as large private holdings go there is one last large undeveloped, but developable coastal tract left
still in private hands. Much of this land, at least four miles of St. Marks coastal river frontage, looks today just like it did when “Black Sam” Bellamy sailed

here.

These sentiments and my own personal family history are what drive me to consider these places as an asset class all their own. They weren't always
thought of like that. Thankfully, the “real Florida” is more regarded today than artificial magic. Thankfully, more and more people realize that. From
growing up on Blue Creek and the remarkable place that was, it has been a driving force in my 30+ years in this industry. A career representing people and

places | am passionate about.
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JON KOHLER & ASSOCIATES

Representing the Best Land Stewards in the
Southeast, Jon Kohler & Associates is a
brokerage and marketing firm that specializes
in representing the finest sporting properties,
ranches, and high-quality recreational
properties. With a servant’s heart and a
passion for natural places, Jon Kohler &
Associates was founded to show these lands

Lamont, FL | 850.508.2999 | JonKohler.com

should be in a market by themselves and is now
regarded as the leading authority on high-
quality properties. Since the market reset in
2010, we have closed 361,867+ acres, totaling
more than $1.57 billion in sales. We are more
than a traditional broker, our primary focus is
to ensure good land stewardship is financially
rewarded.

>) Serving Florida, Georgia, Alabama, and South Carolina
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Our experience in working with Jon
Kohler & Associates far exceeded our
expectations. Jon, Erica, and the team
know land, and go beyond the role of

a traditional broker.

Scan to view all of
our current listings!
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TRIPLE CREEK

$17,800,000
3,650= Acres | St. Clair County, AL

One of the most exceptional wild quail properties in the
Southeast! Just 35 miles from Birmingham lies a land people
can only dream of. Triple Creek stands as a true testament to
the timeless allure of the Southern sporting tradition. With
rolling hills and vast wildlife, it's not just a place; it's a living
legend. Over 1,500+ acres of meticulously managed quail
habitat, with an avgerage of one bird per acre. This
remarkable density places Triple Creek among one of the top
three quail plantations in Alabama. Beyond quail, the rest of
the property is dedicated to trophy whitetail deer and turkey,
making it a haven for hunters of all pursuits.

* 1,500% acres intensively managed for wild quail

* 8 wild quail courses and 21 miles of feed trails

* Three intensively managed, stocked fishing ponds
¢ Main House: 3,000 sqft 4BR/ 4.5BA

* Bobwhite Lodge: 4-BR suite with large great room
¢ Covey Cabin: 3BR/2BA guest cabin

* Guide Quarters: garage w/suite for guide/manager
* Clays range, putting green, and more!
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JON KOHLER“ I 850.508.2999

BISHOP HILL

$10,490,000 | BARBOUR COUNTY, AL | 1,726+ ACRES

One of the top three sporting plantatio e state of Alabama
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SUNDOWN CREEK RANCH
$5,800,000 | MADISON COUNTY, FL | 1,855+ ACRES
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UCKHAVEN

$2,600,000 | CHILTON COUNTY, AL | 572 ACRES
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$9,520,000 | LEVY COUNTY, FL | 1,400+ ACRES
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BELLHOUSE FARMS
$1,749,000 | TWIGGS COUNTY, GA | 159 ACRES
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HUNTER’S GLEN
$895,000 | BAMBERG COUNTY, SC | 126= ACRES
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